284. LETTER TO SWAMIJI

Kartik Vad 4, November 15, 1924

SWAMIJI,

I have your three questions.

1.  If commercialized, the power of tapasya ceases to be.

2.  Yajm is performed for acquiring strength. Hence external
protection is necessary while it is in progress.

3.  In the account of Rama's exploits, I have found nothing
to show that he gained victory through physical strength.

4.  In the story of Krishna, many things are of an allegorical
nature. There is evidence only of soul-force, not of physical force.

Even today we see that the power of the intellect surpasses
the strength of the body; but both these appear insignificant
before soul-force.

Tours,
MOHANDAS GANDHI

[From Hindi]

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai's Diary. Courtesy: Narayan
Desai

285. LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU
November 16, 1924
MY DEAR JAWAHARLAL,
Just a line to wish you many happy returns of the day for the
service of the motherland and for self-realization.
If it is possible do come with Father.
Tours sincerely,
M. K. GAN&HI
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